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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">its operation for two hundred and fifty years. In<BR>other words, he had been given no warning. <SUP>c</SUP> If a<BR>man pass the Thames in a boat/ he said, <SUP>c</SUP> and split<BR>himself upon an anchor, and no buoy be floating to<BR>discover it, he who owneth the anchor shall make<BR>satisfaction : but if a buoy be set there, every man<BR>passeth upon his own peril. Nowhere is the mark,<BR>nowhere the token upon this crime, to declare it<BR>to be high treason. . . . Let us not awaken these<BR>sleeping lions, to our destruction, by taking up a<BR>few musty records, that have lain by the walls so<BR>many ages forgotten, or neglected.<SUP>5</SUP> He proceeded<BR>to urge that if a minister could thus be impeached<BR>on what he claimed to be obsolete authorities, no<BR>man would be found willing to serve the State in<BR>public office. And then, in words of deep and<BR>arresting pathos, he concluded :</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\"><SUP>c</SUP> What I forfeit myself is nothing ; but that my<BR>indiscretions should extend to my posterity, woundeth<BR>me to the very soul. You will pardon my infirmity,<BR>something I should have added, but am not able,<BR>therefore let it pass. And now, my Lords, for myself,<BR>I have been, by the blessing of Almighty God,<BR>taught that the afflictions of this present life, are not<BR>to be compared to the eternal weight of glory, which<BR>shall be revealed hereafter. And so, my Lords, even<BR>so, with all tranquillity of mind, I freely submit</FONT><BR>\
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